Baltimore City Forest Conservancy District Board

Board Meeting

Minutes:  February 16, 2010

Present - Board:  Bob Black, Amanda Cunningham, Patrick Holmes, Russ Moss, Sandra Sparks, Elspeth Wheeler, 

Meeting came to order:  5:53 

Approval of minutes:  January Minutes were approved.

Treasurer's Report: 
(Details forwarded by Tom Green in absentia)

MM

       $0.00
Entire $3290.06 balance move to Checking

Checking
$4,553.80
(Balances reflects $350 paid toward Adelaide’s tree,





 $185 in contributions toward the tree dedication,





 And movement of MM balance)

(An additional $175 in contribution checks, not included in the above balance, will be forwarded to Sarah by Russ.)

New Board Member:  The vote to elect Charles Murphy to the board was deferred till the March meeting.

Notable Trees Program – Amanda is working with John Bennett, the current Manager of the Maryland Big Tree Program (MBTP), and a MBTP measuring team to locate and measure known, or newly identified big trees.  Baltimore City’s Notable Tree catalogue was last revised in 2002.  Amanda is doing reconnaissance to see if the trees are still living.  She attempts to contact the property owners for permission for a visit by the measuring team.  She has identified some potential “big” trees at the Zoo, and plans to enlist the help of Glenn Ferenschak and his laser range finder to do preliminary measurements.  Amanda agreed that Bob should add her email address as contact information to her article in the current BCFB Newsletter.  For more information see Amanda’s article at http://www.baltocfb.sailorsite.net/BCFB.html, also visit Maryland Big Trees at http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/trees/bigtree.html and Baltimore City Notable Trees at http://www.baltocfb.sailorsite.net/NotableTrees/notabletrees.html
Tree Dedication and Tea for Adelaide Rackemann:   Russ distributed a sample of the finished invitation.  Everyone agreed it was very attractive and appropriate.  He offered to do the addressing and mailing himself.  The plan is to mail the invitations the last week of March for the May 30th event.  

Should anyone else wish to make a donation, please make your check payable to:  "Baltimore City Forestry Board'" (Memo--Adelaide's tree) and send it to Sarah Lord/ 1421 Park Ave/Baltimore 21217.
Sign up to visit TV Meteorologists to highlight a month of Arbor Day activities:  Russ and Elspeth offered an invitation for board members to meet with local TV Meteorologists on April 1st.  The meetings will include an on-camera tree presentation by a 5th grader, accompanied by two Forestry Board members.  We will use the opportunity to highlight proper planting/mulching/watering, to urge the meteorologists to remind the public about watering trees when the weather gets hot, and to highlight other Arbor Day/Month activities.  A sign-up sheet was circulated.  

Sandy suggested that one of the two board members on each visiting team be an arborist.

Arbor Day - Trees for 5th Graders - 

· Elspeth spoke with Watershed Association contacts about supplying volunteer labor to plant trees.

· She spoke with Brian Henry who said they could provide the trees.

· Bob suggested she speak with Keith Scroggins – Chief Operating Officer of Baltimore City Public Schools – about where to plant trees at selected schools.

· Sandy recommended choosing 3 – 5 schools for tree plantings.

· Elspeth wants to hit the entire school system.  She wants to see what she can make happen.

· Sandy said that the Watershed Associations should have a good idea which schools have room for a tree.  She added that we need to emphasize maintaining the trees.

· Russ mentioned using the Tree Pledge described in the Trees for Service document on our website.

· Bob pointed out that schools will be focused in April on preparing for required testing, and that that may limit their desire to participate. 

News Letter:  the 2010 Newsletter is now complete.  Bob thanked members for contributing articles, and for proofreading the newsletter, minutes, and website.

Old Business:  

· Notable Tree Tour – Amanda spoke to Marion Bedingfield, a Baltimore City Forester, about doing the tour.  He is undecided but says that could not do it before June.  Russ suggested that we let Ann drive this.

· Notable Tree Storm impact – Bob noted that the Al Capone weeping cherry at Union Memorial Hospital was split in two by the resent heavy snow.   He said that the William Donald Schaefer Chanticleer Pear was doing well, as is the Pope John Paul II Cherry behind the Cathedral. 

Announcements:

· Maryland Association of Forest Conservancy District Boards - Annual Winter Conference is Saturday March 6, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, at AACC at Arundel Mills
Next Meeting:  Tuesday March 15th, at 5:30 - at Parks & People 

Adjourn: at 6:39   

Minutes respectfully submitted by Pat Holmes
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